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VIETNAM VETERANS’ DAY — BATTLE OF LONG TAN — FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
HON KEN TRAVERS — RETIREMENT 

Statement 
HON KEN TRAVERS (North Metropolitan) [5.21 pm]: Mr President, before I go on to another matter, I join 
with you in acknowledging that today is Vietnam Veterans’ Day and the anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan. 
All of us in this place from time to time get to share meals with different people, and one of the memories I will 
always have is of having a meal with some of the RSL members of the northern suburbs. We discussed 
Long Tan and the point was made to me that of the Australians who served at Long Tan, more have taken their 
own lives since the battle than lost their lives during it. That is a statistic we should never forget; we should 
never forget those who lost their lives in the battle, or those who have lost their lives since the battle. We should 
make a commitment to try to make sure we do not lose any more lives of people who have served this country. 
As I heard yesterday, one of the things we all need to remember in future is that while we may not support 
a decision for Australia to go to war, we should always support the service men and women who we send to war. 
May we never forget that message and lesson in this Parliament. I pass on my best wishes and respect to all those 
veterans and thank them for their service. 

It is probably no longer a secret—clearly it is not—but I stand tonight because I recently advised 
Mark McGowan and Sue Ellery as the respective parliamentary leaders of the Australian Labor Party in 
Western Australia that it was my desire to retire from Parliament, and I informed my colleagues this morning of 
that fact. I now wish to formally inform the house. I hope to make a more substantial contribution next week, 
hopefully on a budget debate, as a final farewell if the opportunity presents itself. 

All of us, when we come into this place, wonder when we will finish and whether it will be at a time of our 
choosing or others’ choosing, whether it is in the party room or out in the electorate in an election. I accept that 
I am a very fortunate member in that I am one of those who has been able to choose to leave when I have wanted 
to go and no other time. I formally inform the house that it is my desire to finish up. I have had a fantastic time 
as a member of Parliament. I do not need to remind anyone in this chamber of the absolute honour it is—whether 
it is for one day or, as in my case, 19 years and too many days—to serve the people of Western Australia and to 
represent our constituents. I look forward to making a contribution next week. To those members who have 
come to pass on their best wishes and thanks to me throughout the day, I appreciate it very much. We share our 
adversarial nature, and we also share many other common interests in this place. I have always said to myself 
that you have to be enjoying it and you have to feel that you are making a contribution, and I have reached the 
point where I no longer enjoy it and am no longer able to make the contribution I want to make. That is about 
me; it is about nobody else. Can I assure everyone that my health is good. I surprised many of my colleagues on 
my side today, who have been very understanding. I shocked them and I apologised for that this afternoon. 
I know I am leaving here on the Labor side in the upper house a great team of people. When I tried to say this 
this morning, I got a little bit emotional about it, but I know I am leaving behind a great team of people who will 
carry the baton forward and continue the march to the light on the hill for those of us on the Labor side—a great 
group of people, who will do the party proud. I know there are many outside. The forthcoming election will be 
an odd election and it may be one of the reasons I reached the conclusion that it is time to go. Many of the 
candidates who are running or hold positions in the party at this election, including our state secretary, are people 
I have had the honour and privilege to work with over the last 19 years. I have always taken the view that we 
should make sure the people we get around us are smarter than us. I have been very lucky to have achieved that. 
They are now going on to great things. Many of them are seeking to become members of this place. Many are 
parliamentary secretaries or working for Mark McGowan in key positions within the Leader of the Opposition’s 
office. I know I am passing on the baton to a great group of people who will continue what we stand for on the 
Labor side of politics. I hope members opposite make their decisions about when it should happen for them, and 
I am sure they will do the same. 

It is time for me. I will have one more week next week. I have a few bits of work to finish off in a committee and 
then it is off to the sunset. For those of you in the house, I apologise—last night, one of the first people 
I informed of this decision was former Clerk Malcolm Peacock. I was riding home on the train and saw a picture 
of Malcolm sitting on the beach at sunset, drinking champagne and I could not resist ringing him. He answered 
the phone, “Broome sunsets, can I help you?” to which I responded, “Yes, I want to make sure you have two 
bottles of champagne ready next year.” With my partner, Jodie, I have a grandson in Broome and I expect to be 
joining the former Clerk on the beach in Broome and he will be buying the champagne this time next year. 

Thank you, Mr President. I hope to say a bit more next week, but I wanted to put on the formal record that it is 
my desire to retire. For those on my side, I am sure it is no surprise. Many members on our side just make the 
decision to go, and I intend to follow the rules and the party pledge and seek the formal permission of our admin 
committee, and I am confident I will have that by next week and will finish up—and that will be me off into the 
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sunset. It has been a great privilege, a great ride and a great honour. Whilst I will miss you, I will not regret it in 
any way. Thank you. 

Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [5.27 pm]: I start by acknowledging the enormous contribution of 
Hon Ken Travers both to Parliament and outside Parliament—a wonderful servant of the Labor Party. I wish you 
all the best in your life after politics. I am sure you will be fine because you are a good bloke. Best wishes. 

Hon Ken Travers: I’ll need the job hay-bailing. 

Hon DARREN WEST: That is right. 

I rose today to acknowledge the fiftieth anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan. As members will know, we often 
attend services and have involvement with the Returned and Services League of Australia. I must confess that 
I do not have a strong military background in my family, but I have become a student of military history. On 
Anzac Day this year, I went to Northam and heard a speech that I found very informative and inspiring delivered 
by George Pearson. I asked George if it would be possible to read his speech to the Parliament on Long Tan Day, 
which reads as follows — 

We commemorated the 100th anniversary of Gallipoli and the birth of ANZAC last year. This year 
marks the 100th anniversary of the battle of the Western Front, the 7th anniversary of the 
‘Rats of Tobruk’ campaign and more recently, the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan in 
Vietnam. It is this battle that I have been asked to talk about today. 

Australia’s involvement in Vietnam began in the early 1960’s as allies of the Americans and supposedly 
to stop the spread of communism through SE Asia. 

Early commitment was small with a select team of career soldiers sent to train the democratic 
South Vietnamese forces. These men excelled with 4 Victoria Crosses being awarded. This small 
commitment soon grew and by the mid 60’s Australia had two battalions of infantry troops in place and 
the Government had introduced National Service to boost numbers to fulfil its obligations. 

Initially under American command, Australia was finally granted Phouc Tuy Provence as its own area 
of operation. Task Force head quarters were set up in a rural rubber plantation with a small hill known 
as Nui Dat, from which the base derived its name. 

In 1966 5RAR & 6RAR were stationed in the base that at this stage had poor defensive infrastructure, 
unreliable and poorly coordinated military intelligence and for the bulk of the time had most infantry 
soldiers out on operation in the neighbouring mountain and jungle areas. 

In August 1966 intelligence sources advised that a large enemy force of North Vietnamese regular 
soldiers was gathering in the Provence for an attack on Nui Dat. This was downplayed by the 
Task Force Commander as recent patrols had found nothing. At 2.43am on the 17th of August Nui Dat 
sustained an enemy mortar attack. The anticipated enemy ground troop charge never occurred so at 
4.50am Brigadier Jackson dispatched B Company 6RAR to conduct a search for the mortars. 

The mortar launch site was discovered near the village of Long Tan and the following day the recoilless 
rifle firing positions and evidence that the enemy had sustained casualties was discovered in the 
Long Tan rubber plantation. Australian return artillery fire had been accurate on the night of the mortar 
attack. 

At 11.00am on the 18th of August Delta Company 6RAR, under the command of Major Harry Smith, 
was dispatched to relieve the 2 companies in the field and to find and destroy the anticipated mortar 
platoon of 30 to 40 men. Smith’s Company comprised 3 platoons with a total of 108 soldiers including 
40 National Service men. 

By 3.00pm Delta Company had commenced searching the Long Tan Rubber Plantation in arrow head 
formation spread over a 600m front. At 3.40pm the first contact with 6–8 North Vietnamese regular 
forces, not the local guerrillas as was expected, had taken place. 

This contact had taken from the enemy the element of surprise. Their plan was to mortar Nui Dat, draw 
troops out, ambush & destroy them and then mount a full scale attack and annihilate the weakened 
Nui Dat. The 600m front Smith employed fooled the Vietnamese into thinking they were meeting 
a much larger force. Little did Smith know that instead of a platoon of 30 to 40 his 108 men were about 
to confront an enemy of around 1750 with another 1250 stationed nearby readied for the attack on 
Nui Dat. 
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Following the enemy contact 11 Platoon’s enthusiasm for the chase had opened up a gap of about 300m 
from the rest of the company when they suddenly confronted the main enemy force. This triggered the 
huge battle that was to follow and also seemed to trigger unprecedented monsoon rain. Heavy losses, 
including their platoon commander, were sustained by 11 Platoon as the Vietnamese encircled them in 
a horseshoe formation. Major Smith called in full support from task force artillery but this request was 
denied with 2 batteries lying dormant. This was the first of many desperate calls for support that were 
either denied or delayed adding to the peril of Smith’s company. These denials were either due to 
incompetence or the Task Force commanders putting the safety of the base ahead of Smith’s men or 
a remaining gross under estimation of the size of the enemy force. 
… 
Smith’s desperate call for helicopter resupply was denied by RAAF Group Captain Peter Raw. Standing 
orders required a secure landing zone and the monsoon storm and fading light made flying extremely 
hazardous. After support of American choppers was secured Raw was shamed into allowing the 
Australian pilots to fly. The choppers had a 5 minute window of opportunity to deliver their cargo 
whilst the guns stopped. Their challenge was further complicated by the enemy jamming radios and 
throwing smoke grenades to confuse the target area. With extreme courage and skill the drop was made. 
Warrant Officer Jack Kirby then, under heavy enemy fire, ran from man to man distributing the 
ammunition, offering encouragement and carrying out the wounded as he returned for more supplies. 
No VC’s were awarded at Long Tan. 
Finally, as Smith’s men looked certain to be overrun, the much delayed Armoured Personnel Carriers 
… arrived carrying a company of reinforcements. At the entrance to the rubber the APC Commander 
Captain Roberts spread his machines 40m apart over a 200m front, defied orders to wait, and sent them 
speeding down the rows of rubber trees in search of Delta Company. The noise of the battle, poor light 
and monsoon conditions hid the noise of the carriers and by good fortune their first engagement was 
a large contingent of enemy set to attack Smiths’ men from the rear. With the rear quickly secured the 
machines moved on past Delta Company and maximising the fire power of their 60 calibre machine 
guns caused havoc and finally broke the resolve of a very brave enemy that had suffered extremely 
heavy losses. All firing and the rain ceased at 7.00pm. The APC’s received a rousing reception on their 
return to Smith’s remaining men. 
There are some that fought in subsequent battles in Vietnam such as Coral & Balmoral that are 
aggrieved that Long Tan receives all the attention. It seems that most wars have a battle that captures 
the imagination and over time reaches iconic status often going on to symbolize that particular war, 
Gallipoli and Kokoda are two that come to mind.  
Long Tan certainly had all the ingredients to be recognised with Delta Company receiving 
a United States Presidential Unit Citation, The South Vietnamese Star and an Australian Gallantry 
Citation. Sadly Vietnam became a political war and it was 38 years before the Australian Government 
allowed the South Vietnamese award to be bestowed. All of Smith’s recommendations for bravery 
awards were down-graded without explanation and he still fights to this day for appropriate recognition 
for his men. 
In conclusion there are other factors of significance about Long Tan worthy of mention. Had Nui Dat 
fallen it would have considerably changed the course of history of Australia’s involvement in the war. 
This was the first major Vietnam conflict where National Servicemen were put to the test and had 
significant numbers killed. Their performance won the respect of the Australian career soldiers who 
previously doubted their capabilities. Prior to Long Tan the North Vietnamese considered the 
Australians lacked moral commitment to the war and were therefore easy targets. After Long Tan the 
North ordered that no major attack ever be attempted on Nui Dat again thus ensuring it as a relatively 
safe base for the thousands of Australians to follow. 
A simple white concrete cross now marks the place where the Battle of Long Tan took place in the 
rubber and each year many Australians make the pilgrimage to this site. 
The 18th of August, the day of the battle, is now known as Vietnam Veterans Day with commemorative 
services held on this day each year throughout Australia. 

That speech was given by George Pearson, who finished National Service as a lance corporal, 1 Platoon, 
A Company, 2nd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment, Vietnam, 1970–71. 
Members, I note that there have been some changes to the arrangements and there will now be some recognition 
for those who served at Long Tan. That is a good thing. It is 50 years too late, but at least that recognition is 
coming. I salute all those who have served for us in overseas conflicts. However, I wanted today, on the fiftieth 
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anniversary, to make special commendation of those who fought in the Battle of Long Tan and wish them and 
those surviving servicemen all the best. 

Statement 
HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [5.36 pm]: I also wish to speak about the memorial service that 
I attended this morning for the Battle of Long Tan. However, before I do, could I wish Hon Ken Travers all the 
very best. I have always found you to be a thoroughly decent man and a thoroughly decent colleague to work 
with on committees, and I sincerely mean that. 

Hon Ken Travers: Thank you, but we have one more meeting to get through! 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: I know we have, and we have nearly finished that committee meeting, so I feel 
I can say that. 
I had two reasons for attending the service at Mandurah this morning. One was because my brother, 
Dr David Cockram, who was a former colonel in the Army and a colonel–chaplain, was not in 
Western Australia, and I always like to represent him at the Vietnam memorial services. He usually goes to the 
Perth service and I go to the one in my electorate. 
I saw an article in the paper a few weeks ago asking for anybody who knows the whereabouts of 
a William Thomas Carroll and his family. My grandmother’s name was Carroll, and a lot of the Carroll men 
were called William Thomas, so I went digging to see whether he was a relative. The first senator for 
Western Australia to go to Canberra for the Country Party was my great-great uncle, and he was 
William Carroll, so I looked up William Thomas Carroll and found that even though he was aged only 21, he 
had had a baby before he went to Vietnam. I have not contacted that baby, who was born in 1965 and would now 
be 50, but I intend to do so. They gave out flags this morning for all the 63 men from Western Australia who 
were killed in Vietnam, and although my William Thomas Carroll was born in Western Australia, they sent him 
back to Warrnambool in Victoria to be buried, and that is where the Carroll family comes from. 
After my brother, who is a Vietnam vet, left the Army, he was the Australian Federal Police chaplain. Then he 
became a Doctor of Psychology specialising in post-traumatic stress. He helps a lot of the older Vietnam 
veterans and also the young veterans coming back from Afghanistan. He does a wonderful job because it takes 
one to know one. Because he was a veteran, he can help other veterans. Somehow they usually find their way to 
his private practice. But like a lot of veterans, he had not gone back to Vietnam and he went back a few years 
ago. I do not think he would mind me saying that the song, He Was Only 19, which refers to Frankie kicking 
a mine, was based on a real story. David went back with a group of Vietnam veterans and he did not say he was 
a chaplain. They went to Long Tan and the man that held Frankie, who had had his legs blown off, was there and 
he proceeded to tell the story of what had happened there that day. Everybody had tears in their eyes and David 
stood there and asked whether they would like him to say a prayer for everybody there, and they said yes. I think 
it is a lovely thing that he was there. I had never known that that was a true story. I thought it was just a song, but 
it was not. 
I sincerely thank the 63 Western Australian Vietnam veterans who did not come home for their sacrifice and 
I thank all the Western Australian Vietnam veterans; I think there are just a little over 500. That is a lot for 
Australia, although not compared with World War I. When these men came home, they were not recognised as 
being heroes. They came home at a very awful time for them. I know that a lot of vets say that they were in the 
so-called killing fields and 24 hours later they were on the streets and back home and they could not equate their 
home life—with their wife and children and their parents and all their brothers and sisters—with their life 
serving in Vietnam. They just could not get back to some normality because it was too hard. They were there one 
minute and 24 hours later they were expected to behave normally. There was nothing for these men. There was 
no follow-up counselling. They were just left to fend for themselves. 
I absolutely admire the Vietnam veterans’ partners. When I was minister, I always used to ensure that the 
Vietnam veterans’ partners, the women, would get some money so that they would be able to continue what they 
did. The wives of the veterans are wonderful people, because many of the veterans came back with problems and 
it is only through their family that they are here today. Their family is their rock and I understand that. The 
Vietnam veterans’ partners have asked me to do a reading at St George’s Cathedral tomorrow night. I consider 
that a great honour. 
I put on the record my thanks for what you have all done and it is a great honour that you are indeed in the 
chamber with us tonight. 
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